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ARE U. S. REDS MAKING A COMEBACK? 





When Congress passed the McCarran Internal Security Act designed to curb the activities of 
American Communists back in 1950, there was a strong feeling throughout the country that the Reds were 
on the run. And there was some evidence to prove it. 


Top Communist leaders called off all major "open" activities and most of the Party "went underground" . 
A legal attack by the U. S. Government resulted in five-year prison terms for many Reds who were easily 


identified as Party leaders. And lesser Reds were subjected to a round of painful exposure by Members of 
Congress and others. 


But today the picture is entirely changed. In April 1956 the Supreme Court returned to the Sub- 
versive Activities Control Board (SACB) for corrective action its finding that the Communist Part was the 
agent of a foreign power and, therefore, compelled to register with the Department of Justice. Its 
decision was based on its finding of possibly tainted evidence used by the SACB in its hearings. On May 1 
the "Daily Worker" reported that "national leaders of the Communist Party yesterday greeted the Supreme 
Court decision to turn back the McCarran issue to the Subversive Activities Control Board". Thus, the 
SACB decision ordering American Reds to register has been delayed indefinitely and the Communists will 
undoubtedly wage an intense campaign to kill it completely. 


This was followed on May 2 by the announcement that American Communists will hold their 16th 
Annual National Convention in December — the first such open meeting since 1951. Nor is this all. A 
growing number of Reds have been visiting American colleges, speaking on college programs, and arguing 
the benefits of the Soviet Union's foreign policy and promoting a greater tolerance of Communist activities . 


Supreme Court Decision Important 


The top Reds underscored the critical nature of the Supreme Court's decision on the SACB case by 
calling it "a partial victory for American political sanity". Whatever the legal basis for the decision, it 
cannot be denied that it gave the Party a new lease on life. 


For fourteen months the SACB held hearings on the Communist Party and piled up a record of more 
than 15,000 pages in addition to 569 documents and books offered as exhibits. At the end of this 
ordeal the SACB ruled that the Party was a Communist action organization under the domination of the 
Soviet Union. If its decision had been upheld by the Supreme Court, the Party would have been forced 
to register, it would have had to register each of its members and stamp all of its literature. 


This decision was immediately appealed by the Communist Party and a large scale propaganda 
campaign was begun to influence the public in general and, if possible, members of the Supreme Court, 
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to rule that the McCarran Act was unconstitutional. This campaign included friend of the court briefs 
filed in behalf of the Party's point of view — one signed by "360 distinguished Americans" including 
Senator Pat McNamara (D-Mich.), violinist Yehudi Menuhin, diplomat Henry Grady, and Henry Canby, 
Editor of the "Saturday Review"; and another filed by the National Lawyers Guild. The ay General 
has announced his intention to cite this group as subversive. The Party campaign was also aided by a 
brief filed by the American Civil Liberties Union. 


Broad Red Campaign 


_ The Red campaign was much broader than the direct attack on the McCarran Act. Back in March 
1955 the National Commission of the Labor Youth League, also cited by the U. S. Attorney General as 
Communist dominated, began to ask American colleges to accept speaking engagements by leading 
Marxists, such as Dr. Herbert Aptheker, Editor of The Communist "Masses and Mainstream" and a 
teacher at the Red's Jefferson School of Social Science. 


This campaign, apparently designed to enlist the support of American youth in fighting for greater 
freedom for the Reds, has been steadily gaining ground. The "Daily Worker" on May 8 reported one of 
the most recent developments in this program. 


The newspaper reported that "about 300 students and faculty members of Yale University attended 
a forum on the question: ‘Will the Underdeveloped Areas of Southeast Asia Choose Democracy?' The 
forum was sponsored by the John Dewey Society, which is the Yale branch of the Students' League for 
Industrial Democracy. Speakers were Richard Walker, Professor of History at Yale; Sidney Hertzberg, 
correspondent for the Hindustani Times; and Dr. Herbert Aptheker, Marxist historian". 


According to the report all speakers agreed that Asians had chosen democracy. Walker and 
Hertzberg limited the word to mean western parliamentary form of democracy, but Aptheker stated that 
there were two problems: “home rule and who is to rule at home". His tnplioution was that rule should 
be by the people, not by the capitalists . 


Aim ts To End Anti-Communism 


The significant statement in the report, however, is a concluding statement by Aptheker that the 
meeting represented “another indication of the growing movement in our country for an end to McCarthyism". 
That is the Reds' way of saying "an end to anti-Communism" . 


The announcement that the Reds are now ready to hold their first National Convention in more than 
five years indicates that they believe the time has arrived for a real attempt at a full-scale comeback. 
The words used in the announcement disclose that it has been the new look in Moscow since the 20th Party 
Congress which has set the stage for this comeback. 


The Reds, who have never ceased to be a major menace to our way of life, are now making a major 
effort to appear respectable and, thereby, to expand their activities into every part of American social, 
economic and political life. As the Rede’ efforts expand, the task of anti-Communists in exposing their 
subversive aims and tactics and in combating their activities becomes even more urgent. 


WHY THE REDS WANT OUR TRADE 


When Communist Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev returned from his visit to Britain on April 30 he ex- 
pressed the Communist policy in these words: “In the interests of the peoples of the Soviet Union . . . it 
is necessary to create conditions for a broad development of trade, cultural and other relations between 
countries." 


Behind this generalized statement, however, lies a hard core drive to enlist the support of U.S. 
allies in a campaign to abolish the U. S.-sponsored embargoes on strategic goods. 


Soviet Premier Nikolai Bulganin made a direct appeal to the British along these lines on April 27 in 
London. Bulganin said in sugary terms: "If there were no trade restrictions or discrimination, the Soviet 
Union could in the coming five years, from 1956 to 1960, increase purchases in the United Kingdom to as 
much as 9 to 11 billion rubles (from about two billion to three billion dollars)." 


Similarly, when the joint French-Soviet communique was issued on May 20 following talks between 
Khrushchev and French Premier Guy Mollet, the communique noted a Soviet suggestion that French- 
Russian trade could be tripled in three years "if restrictions and discriminations were abolished" . 


Make Trade Appeals More Effective 


This line, incidentally, is not new to anyone who has been following Communist activities over the 
past few years. The drive to break down the U. S. embargo started in high gear with an "International 
Economic Conference" held in Moscow in April 1952. The Red boss then was the late and recently down- 
graded dictator, Joseph Stalin. 


Some U. S. observers at the time pooh-poohed the Red trade drive as "Russia's Sham Weapon". But 
nearly all agreed that its purpose was to break down the U. S. embargo, particularly on goods going to 
Red China, and to suck unwary free world countries into the Communist trade orbit. 


After Stalin's death the same campaign was carried on by the former Premier Georgi Malenkov, with 
much of the propaganda directed at the United States. The “Daily Worker" on February 4, 1954, for 
example, reported that Leon Beverly, President of Local 347, CIO United Packinghouse Workers, had 
cabled President Eisenhower "to bring about an end to the cold war and the realization of the maximum 
worldwide trade between nations". 


This was followed on February 7, 1954, by an editorial comment in the “Daily Worker" that the 
Randall Commission on Foreign Trade had not gone far enough in its ‘report to President Eisenhower. It 
urged that "we need direct contact with the expanding economies of the Soviet Union and China". 


New Bosses — Same Aims 


Malenkov's ineffective measures to boost trade were replaced by Khrushchev's more dramatic visits 
to foreign countries, clear-cut appeals to the profit motives of merchants in Britain and France, and actual 
trade deals, such as the ones which have sucked Egypt into the Communist trade and political orbit. The 
tactics have changed, but the objectives have remained the same. 


But specifically what are the Reds after? The case of selling Polish canned pork products to the U. S. 
is fairly obvious. The Reds want a backlog of U. S. dollars to support Red propaganda now and to use in 
buying strategic goods in the future. 


The situation in Egypt is equally obvious. The Reds want a foothold in the strategic Middle East. 
This was a traditional objective of Russian imperialism as it is of Red imperialism today. As a result of 
trade deals, including a supply of Communist arms, the Egyptians last month recognized Red China and 


now are rebroadcasting the Communist line about fighting Westem imperialism throughout the Middle 
East. 


The key to the entire drive, however, is a need to build up the industrial-military power of Red 
China as a step toward capturing all of Asia. This follows the strategy of Lenin who stated in 1920: “First 


we will take Eastern Europe, then the masses of Asia. Then we will encircle the United States which will 
be the last bastion of capitalism." 


Drive On In Asia 


Needless to say, this policy has been followed by Stalin, by Malenkov, and now by Khrushchev. At 
a meeting of the now-dissolved Cominform in August 1952, in fact, the Party members in Europe were 
ordered to cooperate with other parties and revive the Popular Front because the Reds did not want any 
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trouble in Europe while they were moving ahead in Asia. (See Freedom's Facts for January 1955.) 


Today Red China is in the midst of a tremendous industrialization program. In Red China the Reds 
have a great pool of raw manpower. They need tractors, machine tools, entire factories to mold Chinese 
manpower into a great military force. The source of all that strategic equipment is in the free world — 
France, Britain, West Germany, and most of all in the United States. 


They want to use our equipment and technical know-how to build up Red China today as we helped 
to build up the military-industrial economy of the Soviet Union from 1928 to 1939 and again as we rebuilt 
that economy by allowing the Reds to buy four billion dollars worth of equipment here between 1944 and 
1946. 


Now the Reds through propaganda and pressure on our allies are trying to suck us into making the 
Communist empire strong enough so that eventually they can defeat the U. $. While talking disarmament, 
they are trying to buy the groundwork for even greater armament in the future. We know why the Reds 
want to trade with the West. The simple question is, are we going to help them the third, and possibly, 
the final time? 


WHAT THE REDS' NEW LOOK MEANS TO THE U. S. 


The impressive and cleverly timed announcement on May 14 that the Soviet Union will demobilize 
roughly one-fourth of her military establishment has created a great deal of confusion throughout the free 
world. 


In general we have learned to be suspicious of words coming from Communist sources, but we tend to 
believe in the sincerity of words when they are backed up with deeds. 


And the Red leaders have been performing a number of deeds in recent months which are persuading 
many people in the non-Communist world that the Reds have had a real change of heart and that we can 
look forward to a reduction in the Communist threat. 


There is quite a bit of evidence to support this view. Joe Clark, writing in the "Daily Worker" on 
May 11 points out a number of the changes which have been ordered in the Soviet Union. Clark claims 
that Red-controlled countries are "only at the beginning of overhauling their judicial and legislative 
procedures". The trend, he says, is toward more frequent meetings of legislative bodies and revamping 
of legal procedures. He continues, "Trial by confession has been roundly condemned. Many persons 
arrested on flimsy or manufactured evidence have been released from penal institutions." 


As impressive as these deeds appear, observers who have been watching shifts in Communist maneu- 
vers over a number of years are beginning to regard the changes not as proof of the Communists’ peace- 
ful intentions toward the free world, but as a change in tactics made to gain specific internal and inter- 
national objectives . 


Red Policy To Change Tactics 


Much has happened since 1947 to force the Reds to change their tactics. The failure of the Berlin 
Blockade, the failure of the Red-sponsored revolution in Greece, the failure of the Red-sponsored civil 
war in Korea, the creation of a chain of U. S. military alliances and bases all over the world, and the 
remilitarization of Westem countries which had disarmed — voluntarily and unilaterally — after World 
War Il. Inside the Soviet Union, too, there has been trouble — a large number of people have fled Red 
rule and many of those remaining have grown either hostile or indifferent to Red leadership. 


Few — if any — Americans have ever sat in on deliberations in the Kremlin. But it is not unnatural 
to assume that the top Reds — faced with these changed and hostile conditions — have settled upon a bold 
program to change the attitude of the Soviet citizens toward their regime on the one hand and to gain the 
goodwill of hostile elements in the free world. 


Edward Gierek, Secretary of the (Polish) PZRP Central Committee, gave a clue to one major ob- 
jective of the Reds' new look in a talk in Warsaw on April 30. Gierek stated: “Our chief task at the 
resent moment is the further democratization of life in all its walks. No sector of life must be overlooked. 
We shall d 


jo everything to enforce the rule of law so that the masses' confidence in the People's Govern- 
ment will increase, citizens' rights will be further guaranteed, and the sword of the revolution will be 
more active against the enemies of the nation." (Emphasis added.) 





How Reds Rule Russia 


To understand the importance of current Red moves to gain the sympathy of the masses in the free 
world as well as inside the Communist empire, it is necessary to take another look at how a handful of 
power-greedy Red leaders go about the job of controlling 200,000,000 people inside the Soviet Union, 
100,000,000 in Eastern Europe, and 600,000,000 in Red China. 


Again, the technique by which a few men dominate the actions of one-third of the human race was 
set forth by Lenin. In 1920 Lenin stated that the Reds must rule with a combination of persuasion and 
force. The force was supplied by the army, the secret police, and the judicial system. The persuasion 
was supplied by the gigantic propaganda network. 





Propaganda, as the Reds have developed it, means the use of words and deeds to persuade a majority, 
or at least a large minority, of the people to support the rule of the Red dictators. Force is used, and was 
used liberally under Stalin, to control or liquidate those who could not be persuaded. 


The actual extent of the Red propaganda system inside the Soviet Union might seem fantastic to 
Western viewers. No one outside of the Kremlin knows the exact extent of it. But to fulfill its immedi- 
ate tasks of maintaining loyalty to the Communist Party and to mobilize the masses to implement Party 
decisions, it has to be enormous. 


Propaganda Organization 


Briefly the Reds' propaganda apparatus is run by the Department of Agitation and Propaganda of the 
Party's Central Committee, a Department usually called "Agitprop". This Department has a Director, 
four Vice-Directors, and Chiefs of the various Sectors, These are: 1) propaganda; 2) mass agitation; 

3) cultural enlightenment — and several other Sectors. Cultural enlightenment, incidentally, supervises 
village reading huts, libraries, district houses of culture, and museums. 


In addition to absolute control of all media of mass communication, such as newspapers, the Party 
press, trade union press, goverment press, military press, radio and television, Agitprop has in the neigh- 
borhood of 2,200,000 agitators. The agitators are charged with carrying the current Party line directly 
to the people by holding meetings — sometimes involving only two or three people — persuading people to 
accept and support the Party decisions, and reporting back up the chain of command any questions which 
indicate dissatisfaction with one or another Party command. 


All this points up two very important facts: 1) The current Soviet new look is a serious threat to the 
free world since it is aimed at gaining the support of the masses in the free world for Red leadership; and, 
2) The United States in the future as in the past has the power to alter policies of Red leaders if the U. S., 
in tum, follows well-thought-out, aggressive and wise courses of action. The only question is: Will we 


do it? 
WOMEN BEWARE! 


Communist leaders have just ordered their women's front groups to re-organize and change their ap- 


proach, if necessary, in order to draw millions of non-Communist women into programs supporting Com- 
munist aims . 


Announcement of the new program at the end of a meeting of the Women's International Democratic 
Federation (WIDF) in Pekin, (Red) China, on April 30 said the Reds are after professional, intellectual and 
general women's groups as well as the leftists. 
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Since this will be a campaign of infiltration, of propaganda and of agitation, the most useful accessories 
women active in women's organizations in the United States could have during the next year or so would 


be a complete listing of Communist front organizations and a reliable guide to Red propaganda and agita- 
tion techniques. 








The WIDF, incidentally, was founded in 1945 with headquarters in Paris. A French woman, Eugenie 


Cotton, is President. Vice President is Tsai Chang of Red China. And the Soviet advisors are Gina Popov 
and G . Goroshkova. 


Although actual membership figures were not mentioned during the April meeting, the WIDF in the 
past has claimed 145 million members in 76 countries, giving it about 50 million more than is claimed for 
the better-known World Federation of Trade Unions. Significantly, there is no single overall free world 
rival intemational organization of women. 


Claim Support of Non-Members 


While not mentioning membership as such, Angiola Minella of Italy, the WIDF General Secretary, 
did claim that more than 200 million women in 80 countries have cooperated with WIDF "either as members 
or in cooperation with and support of the activities of the organization" . 


These activities, she said, included "demonstrations of West German women against the revival of 
militarization and the recent activities of French women for a cease-fire in Algeria". In a special appeal 
to Asian women the WIDF further revealed its active support of Soviet attacks on the U. S. defensive 
alliance by stating: "We women everywhere oppose aggressive pacts. Actions of women against the 
Baghdad and SEATO Pacts . . . prove that we have a deep concem for the preservation of peace." 


But the Reds, knowing that they cannot trick non-Communist women into direct support of Soviet 
foreign policy aims, are using their front groups today as means of: 1) joining forces with non-Communist 
groups; 2) gaining leadership of those groups; and, 3) guiding the groups to take action such as protesting 
against U. S. defensive military alliances, U. S. bases overseas, and urging the shipment of strategic 
materials to the Communist bloc. 


The major tactic of groups working with the WIDF, in fact, is to "Bring together millions more 
women" and broaden unity and cooperation by first "studying practical possibilities for work within the 
given national situation on the problems that correspond to the serious concems and aspirations of women" 
and then bringing them “together in common action on certain points". 


Briefly the specific tasks set for the WIDF organizations are to: 1) "Persuade millions more women 
to join their efforts in action; 2) “Appeal to different groups — peasants, industrial workers, housewives, 
intellectuals and liberal professional women — by supporting their demands and their rights"; 3) Talk with 
women encouraging them to “decide on common activity or campaigns"; 4) "Adapt their structure to meet 
new requirements in order to enable women and organizations, even non-affiliated ones, to collaborate"; 
5) Promote exchange of delegations, including visits to the Soviet Union and Red China; and, 6) "Contact 
representatives of intemational organizations . . . to find common aims and bases for cooperation" . 


Specific Activities 


Among more easily identifiable activities WIDF groups are urged to support International Women's 
Day, March 8; International Children's Day, June 1; and to support the world conference of women 
workers called by the World Federation of Trade Unions in June 1956. 


In stating that the WIDF now has member organizations in 76 countries and contacts with groups in 
13 other countries, Angiola Minella made a special reference to the United States. She said: "An im- 
portant factor for the entire international movement is the growing participation of women in the United 


States in a number of groups acting for peace and democratic liberties in that country, and the develop- 
ment of our relations with individuals representing some of those movements." 


The task of combating this campaign is a big one and an important one. The Reds hope that they 
can greatly improve their ability to manipulate public opinion of the world by enlisting the support of 
women's organizations for Red causes. 
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WILL THE "ROVER BOYS" VISIT THE U. S.? 


Shortly after Communist Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev returned to Moscow from his visit in Britain, 
he let it be known that he and other top Reds would like to visit the United States. 


Some people have argued that such a visit would be a good thing. The top Reds would see how strong 
and prosperous America is. They would see for themselves the real benefits of freedom and democracy. And, 
as Rep. Thurmond Chatham (D - N. C.) stated on January 5, just inviting them for a visit would help the 
U.S. to prove its peaceful intentions to the rest of the world. 


Khrushchev — and his fellow "Rover es Soviet Premier Nikolai Bulganin — takes no such frivolous 
view of visits to non-Communist countries. They are Communism's top salesmen and their visits are trips to 
do a selling job for the Reds. 


As Khrushchev himself said on April 30, a few minutes after leaving the plane which carried him from 
London to Moscow, the Communists want "the liquidation of the Cold War", "the establishment of broad 
contacts with the peoples of all countries of the world", and "the establishment of contacts with Socialist 
parties". 


Seek To Scuttle U. S. Alliances 


In essence this means that the Reds want the end of NATO, SEATO, and the Baghdad pacts, elimina- 
tion of U. S. military bases overseas, and an end to U. S.-supported embargoes on sending war materials 
to the Communist empire — all elements of the Cold War, as the Reds define it. 


This also means that the Reds are making a tactical retreat from the hard Stalin policy of "going it 
alone". Now they want to enlist the support of Socialists, non-Communist leftists, and all other anti- 
capitalist forces in a drive to weaken the power of capitalist countries. Once power is gained by the 
Reds, they can tum around and destroy their erstwhile Socialist collaborators as they have in the past. 


A sample of what is developing came in the "Daily Worker" on May 9. The U. S. Red newspaper 
reported that Prof. G. D. H. Cole, President of Britain's Fabian Society, had just written that "the time 
has come for Socialists and Communists to begin talking with a long-term view of building a basis for re- 
uniting the world working class movement". Cole went on to list four aims which Socialists and Reds have 
in common — govemment ownership of property, setting up a welfare state, abolition of capitalism, and 
the working class must provide the main drive for building the new Socialist society. 


It cannot be mere coincidence that Cole's article, published in the "New Statesman and Nation", 
follows arguments broadcast over Radio Moscow on January 2 and printed in "Pravda" on April 21, 
April 29, and again on May 3. 


All this adds up to the unavoidable conclusion that the Communist "Rover Boys" used the invitation 
of Prime Minister Anthony Eden as a cover to help in building up forces which they expect, in time, will 
destroy Eden's type of free, parliamentary government. If the "Rover Boys" are invited to visit the United 
States, we can Veoh for the same type of performance. 


Visit Harmful To U. S. 


In fact far from giving the U. S. a propaganda advantage, as Rep. Thurmond Chatham seemed to 
believe on January 5, the sight of U. S. officials entertaining the world's top Reds would make it almost 


= for us to convince wavering countries in Asia and Africa that they had anything to fear from 
the Reds. 


As pressure develops for inviting top Reds to the United States — even such near-the-top Communists 
as General Zhukov or Minister of Power Industries Georgi Malenkov — as it most likely will — the task of 
understanding anti-Communists will be to develop efforts to oppose the visit. 
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In this regard the most dangerous kind of thinking with which we are faced is the statement we are 
hearing and reading more frequently these days to the effect that while such a visit might accomplish 
little, we should invite the top Rede because there is always the chance some good will come from it. 

As the record shows, the only good likely to come from such a visit will benefit the Reds and not the free 


world. 
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